snows of Russia to destroy his empire at the height of its glory. There are in our own age men who, if not very great, are yet not too small, and they too are being driven onward under the Stress of some favourite ideas of which they think themselves masters. It is Strange how a desire, sometimes a mere whim, evolves itself into a haunting idea, and how that idea expands into some fascinating scheme which, as it grows, entangles the author's thoughts more and more until he lies bound hand and foot at the mercy of chance.
Such in brief is the life-history even of those men who shook the world, and of the little men who are shaken about in it. The same tragedy is being enaded on a smaller Stage and in a more comic fashion every day in every man's heart. But how to prevent it ? Moderation and calm judgment, diffidence and self-reStraint, faith and good-will may help us to do so. If we cannot be heroes, let us at least try not to be fools ! * # #
THE USE OF METAPHYSICS
4 Metaphysics ' may not lead us to reality, bur it may show us the direction in which reality lies ; for it teaches us that we muSt transcend the physical bounds of sense in order to move towards the obje& of our spiritual queSt. In this way the value of the aid given by metaphysics is great. By teaching us to go beyond our physical limitations towards a higher being it Strengthens the tendency in us to seek the truth that lies beyond appearances ; and thus it leads us by* gradual Stages to God.